Oral inflammatory changes as an initial manifestation of Crohn's disease antedating abdominal diagnosis. Report of a case.
The case of a 14-year-old boy who had oral ulcers with histologic proof of granulomatous disease nine months before the diagnosis of intestinal Crohn's disease is presented. Additional extraintestinal manifestations of this case were cheilitis, anal fissures, and "metastatic" disease to the umbilicus. The diagnosis was established after the onset of abdominal symptoms. All manifestations responded rapidly to systemic prednisone, sulfasalazine, and metronidazole.